A new method to catheterize a femoral artery in mice using a nylon suture as a 'guide wire'.
Mice are commonly used in laboratory experiments. Their femoral arteries are so tiny that catheterization is quite difficult. We describe a new method to catheterize the femoral artery in mice. The key feature of this new method is the use of a nylon suture as a 'guide wire'. The full catheterization system consists of two sizes of polyethylene tubes (PE-10, PE-50) and a 4-0 nylon suture. We have been able to repeatedly catheterize mouse femoral arteries (n = 57) successfully and easily with this new system. We believe that this new method can facilitate vascular catheterization in small animals such as mice.